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It is sometimes assumed in England that the establish-
ment of a " Red " Government in Spain would be dis-
advantageous to Great Britain. Here one may inquire
whether Fascism in Italy or Hitlerism in Germany have
proved to be more advantageous to Great Britain or less
dangerous than Communism in Russia ? Is it not obvious
to die meanest intelligence that the success of Fascism in
Italy has been ruinous to British interests in the Mediter-
ranean and the Near East ? Is it not equally obvious that
the success of a democratic Government in Spain, one that
was friendly to this country, would largely offset the power
that has been achieved by Italy in the Mediterranean ? Has
the establishment of Hitlerism in Germany benefited Great
Britain e It would be interesting to know how and where.
It would also be interesting to know how a devastating
European war can be avoided if Hitler continues to succeed
in his programme. And so the English people must needs
turn to Spain as the country which may offer many advan-
tages to Great Britain. It is rather late in the day to do so,
especially as the Spanish people believe that behind the help
rendered by Portugal to Franco's rebels there is the complete
approval of the British Government. Portugal is a political
and financial vassal of England, and quite incapable of
offering any resistance to British friendship with Spain.
The English Government had at any moment only to say
the word, and Portuguese help for the Spanish rebels would
have ceased. The world knows that, and concludes that
the British Government from the beginning wished the
rebels to succeed. Looking at the broader issues, one is
justified in concluding that the British Government prefers
the later phases of a brutal Fascism to the later phases of a
gready modified and gready toned-down Communism,
which, notwithstanding all the faults and shortcomings